Headlines

I The 2008 deer season had
il been long and frustrating for
! Mike Stimmell of Warren,
' Pennsylvania. Mike is an avid archery

- hunter who sometimes handicaps him- |
|| self with a homemade bow and home- |

|| made arrows. For practice and for fun,
|| he even chips his points from stone
|| just like Native Americans once did.
| In 2006, Mike shot a nice buck with
| his primitive, handcrafted gear.

| Mike had hunted all or part of 30

days during the 2008 archery season

and had taken a shot at only one buck.

The 21-yard shot was a long trek for |
a slow, heavy wooden shaft — and |

gave the deer plenty of time to react.
And as often happens, the white-
tail ducked to load the springs in
his legs, and Mike’s arrow sailed
harmlessly over the deer’s back. Mike

' had blown his only shot opportunity |

of the archery season.

When rifle season opened, Mike
picked up the old Model 70 Winchester |

that had witnessed many deer seasons
in the hands of his dad and his grand-
dad. The veteran .30-06 made lots
of memories, and was about to create
one more.

On Friday of the snowy first week of

the rifle season, Mike put several miles |

on his tired legs. He saw just two deer,
making the week’s tally only four. Mike
was discouraged and frustrated. On
Saturday he hunted the morning, went
home for lunch, and dozed off. A slap

on the shoulder from his wife brought |
him back to reality. “Are you going to |
sleep, or hunt?” Amy was frustrated |
| hill. When he found it in the scope,
Mike headed out to State Game Land |

too, and chased him out of the house.

No. 29 near “Heart’s Content.” Shortly
after 1 p.m., he parked his truck and
headed into the woods. About 300 yards
| from his truck, he discovered a dropped
|| antler — the right side from a nice
| 8-point rack — lying on top of the knee-

deep snow. The buck had been feeding |
on acorns when the antler was dropped. |
Mike shrugged, tucked it into his back- |

pack and thought, This is definitely a
reward, and its better than nothing for
such an unproductive season.

Mike spent the afternoon making a
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big loop through the bottom of a val-
ley and back up to the starting point.
He saw plenty of tracks, droppings
and rubbed trees, but not a single deer.
Mentally and physically exhausted, he
trudged through the deep snow. Just
before quitting time, he stopped to
take a breather about 75 yards below
the top of a hill.

His eyes picked up movement — a
nice-sized deer along the crest of the

a half-rack buck was looking right
at him. His mind processed a dozen
thoughts in the few seconds he had to

| make a decision. He sees me. Is he go-

ing to run? Could it be the buck that
lost that antler? Or is it another one
with a broken rack? Should I shoot?
Can I get a shot off? His final thought
was, Squeeze!

The buck dropped in its tracks. A
jolt of adrenaline pulled Mike up the
hill to the buck. As he took the buck’s
only antler in his hands, he realized it

was a mirror image of the one he had |

Mike Stimmell was hunting on state ||
| game land in Pennsylvanmia when

1e found a freshly shed 4-point ant- |

ler. Later that day, he saw aone-ant- |
lered buck and shot it. Amazingly,

the shed belonged to that deer!

| found just 50 yards from this spot.

| Mike pulled the shed antler out of his

| pack and it fit like a missing puzzle
piece. Thank you, God! he thought.

This big woods buck had appar-

" ently cast the antler at breakfast that

morning and was returning just before
dark to help himself to more acorns.
The 3 1/2-year-old buck field-dressed

| at 165 pounds. Mike, a high school
| football coach who had once been
| a running back, struggled to load
| the deer into his truck. When he
| finally flopped it into the bed, the
| other antler popped off, leaving Mike
| with an antlerless buck!

The 8-point rack had a spread of

| about 19 inches, as near as Mike could
i tell. No one he’d ever known had

worked as hard to reunite a shed ant-
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ecently off the press is Pope and |
Young’s huge 850-page hard-
i cover whitetail record book,
with over 45,000 entries. Included in
the state-by-state listings are all ac- ||
cepted entries through Jan. 1, 2009. I
| The book was edited by Pope and |
| Young member Curt Wells, who |
| also contributes to North American
| Whitetail. 1t is full of great stories and
| photos in addition to all of the record ||
I listings. A CD-ROM of the records is
|| also included with the book. The CD ||
! contains a digital version of the entire
record book in PDF format.
|| The price of the book is $38 plus

|| shipping. To order, call (507) 867-4144 |
Al oF fhe sweet Fruit Flaver & minecals $hat you get in Buck Tan = or go online to www.pope-young.org. |

Ripe Apple pocked info o hard-cocted suzler. Use the attochked — Duncan Dobie

Hunting cold weather
How to plan a hunt in Canada

Moup!

hanaer 1o place in easy reach of deer et out of

reach of coons & hogs. Deer ore mstantly

ROW

atdracted 1o The site ond can't resist pattern-

G

ing themselies arcumd This delicicus dailly treat.

Great bucks from Georgia, lowa,
Ohio and Kansas

Rotating food plots ... less
time and money

| find out more at www evolved.com |




